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throughout the realm, and took cognisance of the
proceedings in the courts and of the sheriffs and other
officials. These judges were selected from the reti-
nue of officials surrounding the King, and were often
men of considerable learning and skill. They com-
pelled a better performance by the inferior courts of
their functions, and served to give instruction to the
judges holding them. In the next place, the King's
Court itself, held by the most learned men of the time,
some of whom were of really superior abilities, con-
tinually enlarged its sphere of action by assuming a
larger original jurisdiction over controversies and
developed into branches which eventually became
the several courts known in later times as the Ex-
chequer, King's Bench, and Common Pleas. What-
ever was done in the King's Court was everywhere
recognised, followed, and obeyed, and what was called
the custom of the King's Court became everywhere
accepted as law. Again, the advance of society con-
stantly developed new forms of conduct founded upon
new convictions of right, and this created a de-
mand for new action by the courts in the way of
relief. At first the forms in which relief was obtained
were very few, and to meet the new demands it was
necessary to devise new forms. This was done in
some instances by ordinances of the King and his
Council, such as the celebrated Assize of Clarendon,
out of which arose several forms of action, the princi-
pal of which was the Assize of Novel Disseisin. This
furnished for one who had been wrongfully ejected
from his lands an easy means of recovering the pos-
session without resort to force. Such improvement